Amendments to and Listing of Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) An ergonomic handle comprising: 

an elongat e m e mber having a proximal e nd and an opposit e distal e nd, th e elongate 
m e mb e r b e ing conn e ctabl e to a tool or d e vic e ; and 

a thumb support m e mb e r projecting lat e rally from th e e longat e m e mb e r adjacent th e 
proximal e nd wh e r e in the thumb support member accommodates a us e r's 
thumb as th e us e r grasps th e elongat e m e mb e r in on e hand. 

a main body portion; and 

an appendage support member projecting laterally from the main body portion, the 
appendage support member comprising a top surface that provides a concave 
recess wherein a principle axis of the concave recess passing through a 
center of curvature and a vertex of the concave recess is substantially 
perpendicular to and offset from a centerline of the main body portion. 

2. (Currently amended) Th e handl e as claim e d in claim 1 wh e r e in th e thumb 
support m e mb e r is position e d such that th e us e r's thumb on th e grasping hand r e sts 
naturally upon th e support m e mb e r and is lat e rally offs e t from th e e longate m e mb e r of th e 
handl e . 

The handle as claimed in claim 1 wherein the appendage support member 
accommodates an ergonomic placement of both a distal portion of a first appendage of a 
hand of a user adjacent the concave recess of the top surface of the appendage support 
member and a distal portion of a second appendage of the hand of the user adjacent a 
bottom surface of the appendage support member, wherein upon a grasping of the main 
body portion by the user, the distal portions of the user's first and second appendages are 
su pported by the appendage support member and are fully offset from a lateral centerline of 
the main body portion. 
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3. (Currently amended) The handle as claimed in claim 2 wherein the thumb 
support m e mber d e fin e s a support surfac e for accommodating th e us e r's thumb first 
appendage is a thumb on the hand of the user . 

4. (Currently amended) The handle as claimed in claim 3 wherein the support 
surfac e is g e n e rally concav e second appendage is an index finger on the hand of the user . 

5. (Currently amended) The handle as claimed in claim 2 3 wherein the support 
memb e r d e fin e s a g e n e rally concave recess having comprises a support surface and 
peripheral wall portions for accommodating and locating the user's thumb, the peripheral 
wall portions providing resistance to sliding movement of the thumb relative to the support 
member. 

6. (Currently amended) The handle as claimed in claim 5 wherein the concave 
recess is dimensioned for a close fit with the thumb. 

7. (Currently amended) The handle as claimed in claim 6 wherein the e longat e 
m e mber main body portion comprises a first thin portion near the a proximal end of said 
handle , a second thin portion near the a distal end of said handle, and a broad portion 
between the first and second thin portions, and wherein the broad portion is thicker in cross 
section than the first and second thin portions, and further wherein the change in the cross 
sectional thickness between each of the portions is gradual. 

8. (Currently amended) A knife comprising: 

a blade member having a cutting edge; and 
a handle comprising: 

an e longat e member having a blade e nd and an opposit e distal end, 
th e handl e b e ing conn e ct e d to th e blad e m e mb e r at th e blad e e nd; and 
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a thumb support m e mb e r proj e cting lat e rally from th e e longat e 
m e mb e r adjac e nt th e blad e e nd for accommodating a us e r's thumb as th e 
us e r grasps th e handl e . 

a main body portion; and 

an appendage support member projecting laterally from the main 
body portion, the appendage support member comprising a 
top surface that includes a concave recess wherein a principle 
axis of the concave recess passing through a center of 
curvature and a vertex of the concave recess is substantially 
perpendicular to and offset from a centerline of the main body 
portion. 

9. (Currently amended) The knif e as claim e d in claim 8 wh e r e in the thumb support 
m e mb e r is position e d such that th e user's thumb on th e grasping hand r e sts naturally upon 
th e support m e mber and is lat e rally offs e t from th e handl e . 

The knife as claimed in claim 8 wherein the appendage support member 
accommodates an ergonomic placement of both a distal portion of a first appendage qf a 
hand of a user adjacent the concave recess of the top surface of the appendage support 
member and a distal portion of a second appendage of the hand of the user adjacent a 
bottom surface of the apaendage support member, wherein upon a grasping of the main 
body portion by the user, the distal portions of the user's first and second appendages are 
su pported by the appendage support member and are fully offset from a lateral centerline of 
the main body portion. 

10. (Currently amended) The knife as claimed in claim 9 wherein the thumb 
support m e mb e r d e fin e s a support surface for accommodating the us e r's thumb first 
appendage is a thumb on the hand of the user . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The knife as claimed in claim 10 wherein the support 
surfac e is g e n e rally concav e second appendage is an index finger on the hand of the user . 
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12. (Currently amended) The knife as claimed in claim 9 10 wherein the support 
m e mber defines a g e n e rally concave recess having comprises a support surface and 
peripheral wall portions for accommodating and locating the user's thumb, the peripheral 
wall portions providing resistance to sliding movement of the thumb relative to the support 
member. 

13. (Currently amended) The knife as claimed in claim 12 wherein the concave 
recess is dimensioned for a close fit with the thumb of an average adult. 

14. (Currently amended) The knife as claimed in claim 13 wherein the e longat e 
m e mb e r main body portion comprises a first thin portion near the a proximal end of said 
handle, a second thin portion near the a distal end of said handle , and a broad portion 
between the first and second thin portions, and wherein the broad portion is thicker in cross 
section than the first and second thin portions, and further wherein the change in the cross 
sectional thickness between each of the portions is gradual. 

15. (Currently amended) A hand implement comprising: 

an tool member for performing the particular function of the implement; and 
a handle comprising: 

an e longat e memb e r having a proximal end and a distal e nd, th e 
handl e being conn e ct e d to th e tool m e mb e r; and 

a thumb support m e mb e r projecting lat e rally from th e e longat e 
m e mb e r adjac e nt th e proximal e nd for accommodating a us e r's thumb as th e 
us e r grasp s th e handl e . 

a main body portion; and 

an appendage support member projecting laterally from the main 
body portion, the appendage support member comprising a 
top surface with a concave cavity wherein a principle axis of 
the concave cavity passing through a center of curvature and 
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a vertex of the concave cavity is substantially perpendicular 



to and offset from a centerline of the main body portion. 



1 6 . (Currently amended) The hand implem e nt as claim e d in claim 15 wh e r e in th e 
thumb support m e mb e r is positioned such that the us e r's thumb on th e grasping hand r e sts 
naturally upon the support memb e r and is lat e rally offs e t from th e handl e . 

The hand implement as claimed in claim 15 wherein the appendage support 
member accommodates an ergonomic placement of both a distal portion of a first 
appendage of a hand of a user adjacent the concave cavity of the top surface of the 
appendage support member and a distal portion of a second appendage of the hand of the 
user adjacent a bottom surface of the appendage support member, wherein upon a grasping 
of the main body portion by the user, the distal portions of the user's first and second 
appendages are supported by the appendage support member and are fully offset from a 
lateral centerline of the main body portion. 

17. (Currently amended) The hand implement as claimed in claim 16 wherein the 
thumb support m e mb e r d e fin e s a support surfac e for accommodating th e user's thumb first 
appendage is a thumb on the hand of the user . 

18. (Currently amended) The hand implement as claimed in claim 17 wherein the 
support surface is g e n e rally concav e second appendage is an index finger on the hand of the 
user . 

19. (Currently amended) The hand implement as claimed in claim ±6 17 wherein 
the support m e mb e r d e fin e s a g e nerally concave r e c e ss cavity having comprises a support 
surface and peripheral wall portions for accommodating and locating the user's thumb, the 
peripheral wall portions providing resistance to sliding movement of the thumb relative to 
the support member. 
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20. (Currently amended) The hand implement as claimed in claim 19 wherein the 
concave cavity is dimensioned for a close fit with the thumb. 

21. (Currently amended) The hand implement as claimed in claim 20 wherein the 
elongat e m e mb e r main body portion comprises a first thin portion near fee a proximal end 
of said handle , a second thin portion near the a distal end of said handle , and a broad 
portion between the first and second thin portions, and wherein the broad portion is thicker 
in cross section than the first and second thin portions, and further wherein the change in 
the cross sectional thickness between each of the portions is gradual. 
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